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District Attorney on Straight Talk 

 

Jackie Lacey will be our guest on the Straight Talk Show  

airing the weeks of January 2 & January 9. 

 

Jackie Lacey 

District Attorney 

Los Angeles County 

 

Los Angeles District Attorney Jackie 

Lacey will again join us to provide an up-

date on the criminal justice system and 

how it is functioning in LA County.  

 

She will provide the latest crime figures and comment on the 

impact of the passage of Prop 47 on the functioning of the      

criminal justice system. She will also discuss the effect of      

re-alignment and the release of some state prisoners to the 

counties and how it has impacted public safety.  

 

In 2011, Ms. Lacey was named Chief Deputy District Attorney 

and in November, 2012 she was elected as District Attorney 

and was sworn in on December 3, 2012.  

 

Ms. Lacey oversees roughly 1,000 lawyers, nearly 300 investi 

 

gators and about 800 support staff employees. She is the first 

woman and first African-American to serve as Los Angeles 

County District Attorney since the office was created in 1850.  

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 On Gratitude by Art Levine 

 Craig Smith on Straight Talk 

 Belmont Shore Christmas Parade 

 Around Town Photo Spread 

 Hotel Evacuation at Facility Conference 

 Sponsor & Community News 

 Guest Column by US Rep’s Lowenthal & Meadows 

 Guest Column by Denise Likar 

 Sponsor Spotlight on Naples Rib Company 

 Sponsor Spotlight on McCarty’s Jewelry 

T he Long Beach Ballet will delight audiences                  

this December with six   

performances of The Nutcracker 

at the Long Beach Terrace  

Theater on Saturdays, December 

12 & 19 and Sundays, December 

13 & 20. Saturday performances 

are at 2pm & 7:30pm and  

Sundays are at 2pm. 

 

This 33rd Annual production will 

burst with special guest perfor-

mances and additional surprise 

treats for the entire family.  

 

Artistic Director David Wilcox 

has pulled out all the stops for this year’s                              

production of the classical tale.    

 

 The production boasts a full symphony orchestra, a 

flying sleigh, a real live horse, on-stage 

pyrotechnics, a live children's choir, and a 

cast of over 200. 

 

The enchanting scenery was created by 

former Disney designers Elliot Hesayon 

and Scott Schaffer, the detailed costumes 

designed by Australian artist Adrian 

Clark, and special effects by renowned 

magician Franz Harary.  

 

Southern California residents will see and 

hear The Nutcracker exactly as          

Tchaikosvy wrote it, with angelic young 

voices blending harmoniously with a full             

      symphony orchestra. The Long Beach Ballet  

      Orchestra is one of only 
(Continued on page 9) 
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On Gratitude 

ey, 

I n this season of Thanksgiving, it is appro-

priate to focus on gratitude and the many 

things for which we have to be thankful. 

 

The Thanksgiving holiday is my personal fa-

vorite, as we gather with family and friends 

and rejoice at the sense of togetherness, and 

count our many blessings. But I have found 

that the attitude of gratitude is so powerful 

that it really should be embraced throughout 

the year. I believe that those who have a deep 

and abiding sense of gratitude lead much hap-

pier lives than those who don’t.  

 

Happiness has little to do with money, fame or 

power. A person of modest means can be very 

content if he or she is grateful for their bless-

ings, and is not envious of those who have 

more. And many of us know, or know of peo-

ple of considerable wealth, fame or high office 

who are not happy and at peace with them-

selves. In fact, some are quite miserable.  

 

I would suggest  that the difference is really 

one of attitude. If you are grateful for whatev-

er you have, however much or little, you are 

likely to be happy, And if you don’t have the 

attitude of gratitude, then no amount of mon 

fame or power will create contentment. 

 

One of my favorite aphorisms goes as follows: 

“Before you bemoan the things you don’t have 

that you want, think of all the things you don’t 

want that you don’t have.” 

Let’s consider some of the things for which 

we can all be grateful: 

 

 We live in America, a unique country 

which, for all of its imperfections, is still 

“the greatest of all hope for mankind.” 

 

 We live in California, a beautiful state 

which, despite its traffic jams, droughts, 

earthquakes and political challenges, has 

great climate and topography, a magnifi-

cent ocean, top universities and is a center 

of creativity and invention.  

 

 We live in Long Beach, a special city with 

a big heart and a community that really 

cares about one another. The city is host to 

a great university, a world class port and 

first-rate medical facilities. Long Beach 

has aptly been called “The biggest small 

town in America.” 

 

On a more personal note, Straight Talk is now 

in its 24th Season on air. Over the years, we 

have taped more 500 shows featuring over 

1,400 guests. I am most grateful for the con-

tinued support of our Sponsors, our guests 

and, most importantly, you our viewers. 

 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 

Art Levine, Publisher 

www.ftfloorsinc.com 
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www.musical.org 5800 East 2nd Street 

M usical Theatre West kicked off its 63rd  

season with the production of Lerner and 

Loewe’s Tony Award-winning classic My Fair 

Lady at the Carpenter Performing Arts Center, 

running until November 8. 

 

Martin Kildare, Broadway veteran of such pro-

ductions as The Lion King and A Raisin in the 

Sun, stars as Professor Henry 

Higgins. Katharine 

McDonough stars as Eliza  

Doolittle, alongside a full cast 

of talented MTW performers.  

Director-choreographer  

Daniel Pelzig and conductor  

Julie Lamoureux captivate 

the audience with their pro-

duction, delivering a  

masterful rendition of this 

beloved musical. 
 

With memorable songs such 

as I Could Have Danced A ll Night, Wouldn’t It Be 

Loverly?, Get Me To the Church On Time, and 

The Rain in Spain, the musical tells the story of 

Professor Henry Higgins who bets he can shape 

Cockney guttersnipe Eliza  

Doolittle into a respectable English lady. However, 

as Musical Theatre West highlights, “he gets far 

more than he wagered for.”  

 

Upcoming MTW Shows 

 West Side Story: February 12-28 

Long considered a musical masterpiece, West  
Side Story is a 20th century reimagining of Shake-

speare’s Romeo and Juliet, in which lovers Tony 

and Maria are caught between warning gangs, the 

Sharks and the Jets. Taking place on the streets of 

New York during the 1950s, these idealistic lovers 

struggle in a world brimming with violence, preju-

dice, and hate. As Musical Theatre West explains, 

“Against all odds, Tony and Maria find love in a 

turbulent world.” 

West Side Story features such classic songs as 

Somewhere, America, Maria, and I Feel Pretty. 

Musical Theatre West’s rendition of this tour-de-

force musical will include a masterful score and 

breathtaking performance that will feel relevant 

today. 

 

 Sister Act: April 8-24 

This musical comedy will make 

you jump for joy. Sister Act tells 

the story of a disco diva named  

Deloris Van Cartier who witnesses 

a crime and is hidden in the last 

place where anyone would think to 

look for her: a convent!  

 

As Musical Theatre West writes, 

“Deloris helps her fellow sisters 

find their voices as she unexpected-

ly rediscovers her own.” This  
uplifting musical is filled with 

beautiful gospel music and energet-

ic dancing that will move the audience. Musical 

Theatre West hopes you will come and enjoy this 

habit-forming musical comedy smash Sister Act, 
which may just have you dancing in the aisles! 

 

 Dirty Rotten Scoundrals: July 8-24 

From the composer and lyricist of The Full Monty 

comes Dirty Rotten Scoundrals, the comedic and 

often risqué musical about two con artists working 

on the French Riviera. The con artists decide that 

the first to swindle “America’s Soap Queen” gets 

to stay in town and the loser has to leave.  

 

Earning 11 Tony Award nominations, the musical 

is superbly crafted by David Yazbek and Jeffrey 

Lane. Musical Theatre West’s energetic  

production will be great way to kick off your  

summer vacation!  

 

For tickets or further information, visit 

www.musical.org or  call (562) 856-1999. 

 

6204 E. Pacific Coast Hwy 

  2300 E. Ocean Blvd 

  1220 E. 4th Street 

 5011 East 2nd Street 

MTW Opens 63rd Season with Fair Lady 

http://www.philtrani.com/
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Felton Williams on Straight Talk 
President 

Board of Education 

Long Beach Unified School District 

 

Felton Williams is President of the Long 

Beach Unified School District. He joins 

us to discuss the challenges facing edu-

cation today and how the LBUSD is 

dealing with those challenges.  

 

Long known for its diversity, Long Beach in fact was named 

by the Rand Corporation as one of the most diverse cities in 

America. Not surprisingly, our school system reflects that 

diversity. 

 

Long Beach Unified has won numerous awards for the quality 

of its programs and teaching, but it is not without its challeng-

es. President Williams will share some of the many accom-

plishments and also the many challenges facing today’s Long 

Beach Unified school system. 

 

Felton Williams will stand for re-election next year to the 

Board of Education. He is also the President-elect of the 

Council of the Great City Schools.  
 

 

Bio 

Felton C. Williams has served three terms as President of 

Long Beach Unified School District’s Board of Education.  

Dr. Williams held administrative positions at California State 

Universities, Long Beach and Dominguez Hills, as well as 

Sacramento and Long Beach City Colleges. He served as the 

Asst. to Assoc. Dean of Instructional Services (CSULB), 

Asst. to the President and Affirmative Action Officer 

(CSUDH). 

Dr. Williams received a Doctor of Philosophy degree (Ph.D.) 

in Higher Education from Claremont Graduate University, 

where he studied under the direction of Peter F. Drucker. He 

received his MBA and BA in Business Administration at 

CSULB. Dr. Williams assisted in the design and implementa-

tion of the first computer assisted registration program, 

(CAR), and the graduate program in Public Policy and Ad-

ministration.  

Dr. Williams served as a member of the U.S. Army as        

Secretary to the Brigade Commander in Europe and received 

an honorable discharge. 
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Cerritos Acura  

Felton Williams will be our guest on the Straight Talk Show 

airing the weeks of December 5 & December 12. 
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C ontinuing their 87th Season, the Long Beach Playhouse 

will be staging Noel Coward’s classic comedy Hay   

Fever opening Saturday, November 7.  

 

In this farcical comedy of manners, Noel Coward displays his 

talent for wordplay, as a quiet weekend getaway turns into a 

battlefield of intellectual warfare. 

  

The show is directed by Long 

Beach Playhouse veteran James 

Rick, whose past work at the 

Mainstage includes A Flea in 

Her Ear and The Final Adven-

ture of Sherlock Holmes. 

 

Hay Fever is about novelist    

David Bliss and his actress wife 

Judith, a busy couple that tries                                                

to take a quiet vacation to the countryside, only                     

to be bombarded by the chaotic entrance of their                

children along with each of the family members’                  

guests. The family’s last name is the only bliss                     

this out-of-control clan can hope to experience                      

in this hysterically witty British whirlwind. 

 

Hilarious, zany and at times absurd, Hay Fever is sure to   

entertain theater patrons. A cast full of veterans includes       

Stephen Alan Carverm, Sarah Green, and Lee Samual 

Tanng.  

 

As Andrew Vonderschmitt, executive and producing Artistic 

Director of the Long Beach Playhouse explained, “Our audi-

ences love a wacky comedy, which this cast and crew will 

deliver.” 

 

Upcoming Mainstage Shows 

 The Mousetrap                           

January 16– February 13 

 Pygmalion  

       February 27– March 26 

 Around the World in 80 Days                                                                                           

April 9 - May 7 

 A Raisin in the Sun  

                                       May 21– June 18 

 How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying     

July 2—August 13 

 

Hay Fever runs November 7 through December 5.                            

Performances are 8pm on Friday and Saturday, and          

Sundays at 2pm. For tickets or further information, visit 

lbplayhouse.org or  call (562) 494-1014.  
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Belmont Shore Christmas Parade 

T he 33rd Annual Belmont Shore Christmas Parade will 

step off on Saturday, December 5 at 6pm. The Parade is 

sponsored by the Belmont Shore Business Association with 

the support of the Port of Long Beach.  

 

The theme for this year’s Parade is Miracle on 2nd Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Belmont Shore Christmas Parade will march down East 

Second Street to the beat of over a dozen local marching 

bands. Featuring over 100 entries, the Parade includes floats 

designed by Long Beach businesses and associations, march-

ing bands and local personalities and dignitaries.  

 

And of course, no Christmas Parade would be complete with-

out the appearance by good ole St. Nick! 

 

The parade route is along East Second Street and begins head-

ing east from Livingston Avenue to Bayshore Avenue.  

Entries return to Livingston Avenue heading west along the 

north side of East Second Street. 

 

The Grand Marshal of the Parade is LA County Supervisor 

Don Knabe. “Don has been a long time supporter  of the 

Belmont Shore Christmas Parade,” said BSBA Executive  

Director Dede Rossi. “He has sponsored a local high school 

marching band each year and has participated in the Parade 

for the past 16 years. Because Supervisor Knabe will be 

termed out of office next year, the Belmont Shore Business 

Association wanted to thank and honor 

him for his service to the Long Beach 

community.” 

 

The start time will be at 6pm. Second 

Street will close to traffic at 5pm, at 

which time spectators may set up 

chairs and blankets for a front row seat 

to the parade. 

 

Parade entries are $400 for BSBA members and non-profit 

organizations. Bands and other entries are $500. Entry appli-

cations with the fee must be received by November 14.  

 

 

The Parade will again be televised by Charter  

Communications, and will air  Sundays in December   

starting December 13 on Charter Channel 188. 

 

For more information or to get an entry application, please 

visit www.belmontshore.org/events or call (562) 434-3066. 
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Don Knabe 
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Craig Smith on Straight Talk 
Former Presidential Speechwriter 

Professor Emeritus of Speech         

Communications, CSULB 

 

Former Presidential speechwriter Craig 

Smith will join us to analyze the candi-

dates and the debates in this year’s elec-

tion cycle. Craig was a speechwriter for 

President Ford and a consultant for     

President Herbert Walker Bush. 

 

He will comment on the long history of presidential debates, 

including the first ever televised debate between Richard  

Nixon and John F. Kennedy in the 1960 election cycle. Many 

do not realize that were no subsequent televised debates until 

1976 and the Gerald Ford/Jimmy Carter race.  

 

Craig will comment on some of the many Republican candi-

dates and analyze their strength and weaknesses during the 

debates this year. The causes for the obvious anger of the 

electorate at the Washington establishment will be explored, 

and the resulting early lead of “non-political” candidates like 

Trump and Carson will be put in perspective. 

 

He will then look at the Democratic candidates and provide 

his insights into how the race is likely to develop, and    

whether Hillary has the primary race locked up.  

Bio 

Craig Smith is a professor emeritus of speech communica-

tions and is one of CSULB’s most distinguished faculty 

members. He has written over 60 scholarly articles and book 

chapters, and has published 17 books that develop important 

themes pertaining to history, rhetoric, public address, and 

civic life.  

 

The impact of his work has been acknowledged nationally, as 

he was the recipient of the Douglas Ehninger Distinguished 

Rhetorical Scholar Award—one of the National Communica-

tion Association’s most prestigious awards. He has also given 

expert testimony for the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee, 

the U.S. Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee, and 

several U.S. Congressional subcommittees.  

 

He is also the Founder and Director of the Center for First 

Amendment Studies, and has served as Chair of four different 

departments. 

 

Professor Smith has been an ambassador for CSULB and has 

been invited to speak all over the world, most recently at John 

Cabot University in Rome, Italy, 

 

Craig Smith will be our guest on the Straight Talk Show  

airing the weeks of November 21 & November 28. 
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King and Queen of the Snowflakes 

Harlequin and the Columbine Doll 

two ballet companies in the country to use two harps for 

their production of The Nutcracker to ensure that the per-

formance sounds exactly as Tchaikosvy intended. 

 

“The Long Beach Ballet’s production of the Nutcracker 

has thrilled Southern California for over three decades,” 

said Greg Parkin, Manager of Theaters & Entertainment 

for the Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center. 

“It is truly a magical way for the entire family to enjoy 

and celebrate the Holiday Season, and we are honored to 

host this annual event at the Long Beach Terrace  

Theater.” 

 

Long Beach Ballet’s Artistic Director David Wilcox is excit-

ed to present a special rendition of the beloved Holiday tale. 

A former ballet virtuoso himself, he now brings his power, 

strength, grace and artistry to the production, which features  

 

new surprises and classical entertainment. Said Wilcox, “I 

like using the beauty of the classical art form of ballet, which 

has taken 500 years to develop to the level that it is today, to 

form a production that’s enticing and exciting.                          

 

I have pyrotechnics, I have magic; I’ve got everything I can 

think of to make it thrilling. This production is not just for 

people who like ballet. You can hate ballet and you’ll still  

like this production.” 

  

The Long Beach Ballet’s The Nutcracker has been seen by 

millions of people worldwide, including live audiences total-

ing more than 400,000 in Long Beach, 70,000 in Pasadena, 

hundreds of thousands throughout Asia (as performed by    

the Chinese Guangzhou Ballet), and millions more on 

television. 

 

Tickets are $31 to $68, with a special VIP Package also 

available. Discounts are offered for children, seniors and 

groups of 15 or more. 

 

Tickets can be purchased through the Long Beach Ballet 

“Hotline” at (877) 852-3177, at all TicketMaster outlets, 

and at the Long Beach Performing Arts Center Main  

Box Office.  

 

 

 

For further information about The Nutcracker, visit long-

beachballet.com.   

Waltz of the Flowers 

The Nutcracker (Continued from page 1) 



 Page 10                                                                                                                                                                               Straight Talk Magazine 

Straight Talk 

Leadership Long Beach Executive Director Jeff Williams 

addresses guests at the Welcoming Reception for the LLB 

Class of 2016 at the historic Rancho Los Alamitos. 

The Class of 2016 is pictured together following their indi-

vidual introductions by Jeff Williams. They were also wel-

comed by U.S. Congressman Alan Lowenthal and LB City 

Councilwoman Suzie Price. Nearly 200 LLB alumni and 

Honorary Directors attended the event. 

LB City Councilwoman Suzie Price welcomes guests  

on a Harbor Cruise provided by the Port of Long Beach  

as Harbor Commissioner Rich Dines looks on. 

Long Beach Councilwoman Suzie Price with husband 

Mark and mother  Minoo Maasoumi at the Reception 

preceding the Saturday Night Alive fundraiser at the Hotel 

Maya. The event was organized by the Steel Magnolias to 

benefit the Stramski Center. 

Dr. Gary Feldman, Medical Director  of the Stramski 

Center, performs with several of the Center’s youngsters 

as LA County Supervisor Don Knabe, who served as 

Master of Ceremonies, looks on. The event raised sub-

stantial funds to benefit the work of the Stramski Center. 

Commissioner Rich Dines of the Long Beach Board of 

Harbor Commissioners narrates a fascinating journey 

through the Port of Long Beach. 
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Around Town 

LA County Supervisor Don Knabe addresses  

hundreds of friends, family members and supporters 

at his 20th Annual Oktoberfest Birthday Celebration 

in the Grand Salon aboard the Queen Mary. 

The Elm Street Band again provides their great   

music for the event. Pictured are lead vocalist  

Roland Misajon and base player  Bob  

Hirschhorn. 

International City Theatre Artistic Director/ Producer 

caryn desai addresses guests at the wonderful Encore 

30th Anniversary Celebration. Honorees visible on stage 

(l. to r.) are former LB Mayors Beverly O’Neill and Bob 

Foster, LA County Supervisor  Don Knabe and Nancy 

Ackerman Gaines r epresenting the Ackerman Family. 

Other honorees were Marlene Temple and the Rotary   

Club of Long Beach.  

LB Water Commissioners on a field trip with Long Beach 

Water staff inspect a job site in Long Beach. Pictured (l. to 

r.) are Commissioner Art Levine, Water Utility Supervisor II 

Rick Bylsma, Commissioner  Gloria Cordero, Sewer     

Superintendent Jennifer Rojas, Water Superintendent Bob 

Katzenberger, and Director  of Operations Tai Tseng. 

Retiring LB Water General Manager Kevin Wattier 

on the Straight Talk set receives a MWD Certificate 

of Appreciation from Long Beach Vice Mayor and 

MWD Board Member Suja Lowenthal. 

Four LB Water Commissioners and the new LB    

Water General Manager Craig Garner (r.) on a Delta 

trip hosted by the Metropolitan Water District 

(MWD)  and LB Vice Mayor and MWD Board   

Member Suja Lowenthal.  



Page 12                                                                                                                                                                               Straight Talk Magazine 

 

 

 

1/2 Page Ad 

Performance Plus 

 

 

 

1/2 Page Ad 

Boathouse 



 November/December 2015                                    Page 13 

Hotel Evacuation at a Facility Management Conference 
By Art Levine 

I  recently accompanied my wife, Diane Levine, to the  

Annual World Workplace Conference of the International 

Facility Management Association (IFMA). Diane was a 

speaker at the Conference and is a member of the IFMA 

Board of Directors. The Conference was held this year in 

Denver, Colorado. 

 

IFMA is the professional organization for the field of facility 

management (FM).  As the name suggests, FM encompasses 

keeping buildings, offices and facilities operating properly 

with regard to power, water, security, janitorial, office furni-

ture and office supplies and the like. But it also involves stra-

tegic issues such as space planning, sustainability, reducing 

the real estate footprint to reduce costs, and crisis manage-

ment such as fire, shooter at large, earthquakes and hurri-

canes, airplane slamming into a building and bomb threats. 

 

FM is an industry with sales in excess of $500 billion a year 

and IFMA has more than 24,000 members in America and 

over 30 other countries. 

 

The World Workplace Conference and Expo in Denver was 

attended by around 5,000 facility professionals and took 

place at the Denver Convention Center. The headquarters 

hotel was the Hyatt Regency, a 37-story structure with 1300 

rooms located across the street from the Convention Center. 

The Conference concluded on Friday evening, October 9, 

with an Awards Banquet 

 

Shortly after midnight Friday night/Saturday morning, an 

evacuation of the hotel was initiated. No reason was given at 

the time. (I later learned it was a bomb threat). Beginning 

with the top floors, hotel personnel accompanied by Denver 

firefighters knocked on the door of each room and alerted the 

startled occupants that they had to put something on and im-

mediately evacuate their room and the hotel. Guests were led 

to a rear elevator by hotel and fire personnel who took us to 

the ground floor. Hotel personnel and firefighters escorted 

guests to waiting Denver City busses, which transported us 

several blocks to the Denver Opera House. 

 

Fire and hotel personnel were waiting at the Opera House and 

provided us with snacks, water and blankets. The Opera 

House filled up with about 1,000 guests. Most sat in the com-

fortable theater seats and boxes, but some spread out blankets 

and sat on the foyer floor, mostly those with small children. 

All of us were waiting for word as to what had happened and 

what was going to happen.  

 

After about 40 minutes, the Denver Police Chief, Fire Chief 

and Hyatt General Manager arrived at the Opera House and 

came up onto the stage to provide a briefing. 

 

They first repeatedly apologized for the inconvenience we 

had suffered, and repeat-

edly emphasized that our 

safety was always the top 

concern in their decision-

making. After taking and 

answering questions from 

the audience, they ad-

vised they would return 

as soon as new substan-

tive information was 

available. The audience 

broke out into spontane-

ous applause 

 because of the courtesies, 

thoughtfulness and 

 professionalism of those 

handing the matter. 

 

After an hour or so of  

additional waiting, the leaders announced that it was now safe 

to return. Busses were there to transport us back to the hotel, 

though many preferred to walk the several blocks. It was 

5:30am by the time we got back into our room. 

 

Upon our departure on Sunday, my wife wrote a short note 

and left it for the hotel General Manager Greg Leonard. She 

thanked him for the professionalism and courtesy that he and 

his staff had shown to their guests throughout the entire inci-

dent. Shortly thereafter, she received a lovely email in  

response.  

 

The relevance of all this should be clear by now. More than 

1000 facility managers, whose responsibilities include crisis 

management, were “treated” to a first class example of how 

things should be done.  

 

To summarize a few of the principles of crisis management: 

 

 Make the safety of guests and customers a top priority 

 Keep people informed on a timely basis 

 Make certain that the information released is accurate 

 Train for all possible contingencies 

 Pay attention to the little things 

 

I learned that Hyatt trains every two months for an evacua-

tion, and actually evacuates three floors as part of the drill.  

 

Thank you Hyatt staff, Denver Police and Denver Fire  

for a textbook example of how things should be done.  

 

For many of us, the memory of the inconvenience will likely  

fade away. But the concern of the Denver community for  

their guests will long be remembered. 
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Sponsor & Community News 
Brix at the Shore 

Brix at the Shore just celebrated their 2nd Anniversary with 

an Open House that included a sampling of some of their 

tempting dishes. Brix features delicious pastrami sandwiches, 

bagels, lox and cream cheese, and out of this world sweet 

potato fries.  Pictured below is owner Rich Reich and his 

wife Sharon enjoying a moment behind the bar at the 2nd 

Anniversary Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Beach Television 

Straight Talk can now be seen nightly at 7pm on LBTV 

Channel 3 except for Tuesdays and Thursdays when the   

station broadcasts the LB City Council Meetings and their 

repeats. Thank you LBTV!  

 

Other shows produced by LBTV and airing on Channel 3 

include Heart of the City, Long Beach Connect, Pulse of the 

Port, Go Long Beach, and Snapshot Long Beach. 

 

Spencer Snyder Group 

The Spencer Snyder Group continue to support their Listing 

4 Love program. Spencer Snyder donates 4% of all their 

commissions to charity and encourages other real estate bro-

kerage firms to do the same. Most recently, they supported 

the Autism Partnership Foundation Charity Gala with a 

$20,000 donation. The gift kicked off a monumental night 

of generosity, with the grand total of donations exceeding 

$360,000. 

Performance Plus 
Performance Plus Tire and Auto Superstore is holding their 

18th Annual Food Drive & Hot Rod Happening on Sunday. 

November 22 from 8am-12pm. Food that has been collected 

will be packaged into boxes at Performance Plus Tire located 

at 3910 Cherry Avenue. The event includes hot rods, donuts, 

coffee and entertainment.  

 

The highlight of this year’s event will be the appearance of 

Chip Foose, famous car  designer  and star  of the TV show 

Overhaulin. The community is invited to attend the event and 

help pack the food. Non-perishable food and cash donations 

may also be dropped off prior to the event. The drive sup-

ports local needy families pre-selected by over 25 non-profits 

and schools, and will be delivered to their homes on Thanks-

giving Day.  

 

The drive is conducted by the Performance Plus Family and 

Team, led by owners Hank & Joyce Feldman. For more    

information, contact Joyce Feldman at (562) 506-0938 or 

joyce@performanceplustire.com 

 

Umberto International Clothier 

Umberto International Clothier again dressed the contestants 

in the A Few Good Men Fundraiser. Last year’s event raised 

more than $400,000 to bene-

fit the Ronald McDonald 

House. 

 

Pictured here is former Long 

Beach Mayor Bob Foster 

dressed as a Roman  

Centurion. 
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Myths and Facts from on the Ground in Israel 

by  

Rep. Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) and 

 Rep. Mark Meadows (R-NC) 

I n recent weeks, a spate of violent lone wolf knife attacks 

have plagued Israel and left both Israeli citizens and Pales-

tinians on edge. The attacks have predominantly been carried 

out by young Palestinian men between the ages of 13 and 20, 

who’ve been radicalized by Hamas’ extremist ideology.   

 

We recently had the opportunity to participate in a bipartisan 

congressional delegation to Israel where we witnessed the 

violence and turmoil on the ground. Just ten minutes after we 

departed from touring Hebron, a Palestinian terrorist stabbed 

an Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) soldier, injuring him, before 

being shot.  

 

Sadly such shocking scenes are becoming more frequent as 

Israel has seen a dramatic escalation of violence spilling into 

predominately tourist areas. The IDF soldiers stationed at 

Hebron are there to protect civilians and tourists traveling 

through the area, not for any military activities.  

 

The terrorist actions carried out by individuals affiliated with 

an extremist faction of the Palestinian government—Hamas—

have no place in the civilized world.  Seeing the level of secu-

rity needed and the imminent risk of stabbings and suicide 

bombing attacks was truly eye-opening. Soldiers patrolling 

the streets at all hours of the day and night, equipped with 

semi-automatic weapons, has become the norm for Israeli citi-

zens.  

 

One of the primary reasons for the spike in violence is the 

repudiated social media assertion that the Israeli government 

plans to restrict Palestinian access to the al-Aqsa Mosque on 

the Temple Mount—a myth that has widely been denounced 

by Israeli officials and one not supported by facts on the 

ground during our visit. 

 

Considering the threat level, the Israeli Defense Forces have 

shown a great deal of restraint in dealing with the current 

wave of terrorism. Despite the uptick in violence, Israel has 

not sealed off the West Bank, nor has it barred the more than 

150,000 Palestinian workers who live in the West Bank from 

traveling to work in Israel.  

 

During our trip, we met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-

yahu, Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon, and Israeli 

legislators at the Knesset. Each of them expressed their deep 

concern over the escalation in violence in recent months  

spilling over into civilian-dominant regions. But all expressed 

their deep commitment to working toward a peaceful solution. 

 

There is a deep desire among the Israeli people to coexist with 

their Arab neighbors and to live in peace and shared prosperi-

ty. Currently, the Israeli government is operating hospitals 

along the Syrian border. Those don’t exist to serve Israelis but 

to serve their neighbors who have come into harm’s way dur-

ing the conflict in Syria. This is only one example of the many 

ways the Israeli government seeks to peacefully coexist within 

the Middle East.     

 

In order to move forward, the Palestinian government must 

acknowledge Israeli statehood and denounce the rampant   

Hamas-led violence against Jews. The United States, as well 

as the world community – particularly the United Nations —

has a duty to speak out against the terrorist violence that is 

plaguing the streets of Israel. No long-term peace can be 

achieved without two willing parties. The Israeli government 

is willing to work towards a long term solution. It’s time the 

Palestinian Authority denounces Hamas’ terrorist activities 

and moves forward in pursuit of peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Congressman Alan Lowenthal 
Representative Alan Lowenthal is a Democrat and represents 

California’s 47th Congressional District. He serves on the 

House Foreign Affairs Committee, where he sits on the Asia 

and the Pacific and the Western Hemisphere subcommittees. 

He also serves on the House Natural Resources Committee, 

where he sits on the Water, Power, and Oceans and Federal 

Lands subcommittee. He is also Ranking Member of the  

Natural Resource Committee’s Energy and Mineral  

Resources subcommittee. 

 

 

    U.S. Congressman Mark Meadows 

Representative Mark Meadows is a Republican and repre-

sents North Carolina’s 11th Congressional District. He  

serves on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, the House 

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and the House 

Oversight and Government Reform Committee, where he 

Chairs the Government Operations subcommittee. 
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Art 

   Long Beach Museum of Art…………….…(562) 439-2119 

Auto Dealership 

   Cerritos Acura………..……………………(562) 402-5281 

Bakery 

    Rossmoor Pastries…………………...……(562) 498-2253 

Cable TV/Internet/Phone  

   Charter Communications……………….…(888) 438-2427 

   Long Beach Television………………...….(562) 570-1122 

Coffee 

   Polly’s Gourmet Coffee…………………...(562) 433-2996 

Dentist 

   Leonard P. Cutuli, D.D.S.………………....(562) 435-5388  

Flooring 

 The Finishing Touch…………..…………...(562) 493-5497   

Health Club 

 The Belmont Athletic Club….……………..(562) 438-1176 

Import/Export 

   Port of Long Beach…………………..….....(562) 437-0041 

Internal Medicine 

Dr. Marcy Zwelling………………………..(562) 596-7584  

Jewelry 

   McCarty’s Jewelry……………………........(562) 438-1581 

Medicare Advantage Plan    

   SCAN Health Plan…………………………(800) 915-7226 

   Independence at Home A SCAN Division...(562) 637-7116 

Men’s Apparel 

   Umberto International Clothier…………….(562) 597-0391  

 

 

Printer 

    Seaside Printing Co.……………………………..(562) 437-6437  

Publications 

   Beachcomber……………………….……………..(562) 597-8000 

   Gazette Newspapers..……………..…………........(562) 433-2000                  

   Press-Telegram……………………...………..…...(562) 435-1161 

Real Estate 

    Spencer Snyder Group……………………………(562) 355-0334  

Restaurants 

   Archibald’s………………………………………..(562) 434-0444  

   Boathouse on the Bay……………………………..(562) 493-1100 

   Brix at the Shore.………………………………….(562) 343-5998 

   Naples Rib Company………...…………..…...…...(562) 439-7427 

   Papalucci’s………………………………………...(562) 434-4454 

   Picarelli’s………………………………………….(562) 986-5280  

   Phil Trani’s………………………..……..………..(562) 426-3668 

   Russo’s Ristorante………………………………...(562) 433-1616 

Special Events 

   Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach………..……....(562) 981-2600 

 Theater 

   International City Theatre……………..……...…...(562) 495-4595 

   Long Beach Playhouse…………………………….(562) 494-1014 

   Musical Theatre West………..……………..……..(562) 856-1999 

 Tires/Wheels/Service 

   Performance Plus Tire & Auto Superstore..……….(562) 988-0211 

 Travel Agency 

   Seaside Travel……………………………………..(562) 433-0917 

 

Shop our Local Quality Sponsors 

Sponsor Directory 

Sponsor Spotlight: Naples Rib Company  

Naples Rib Company has been a fixture on  

Second Street for over 29 years. The menu  

features slow roasted tri-tip, choice steaks, all 

kinds of chicken, innovative salads, seafood, a 

great kid’s menu, and, of course, our famous 

ribs. 

 

Naples Rib Company has a beautiful Koa Wood 

Bar with 3 TV’s. The warm and inviting  

Banquet Room can accommodate up to 55 

guests. 

 

The Take-Out Menu is a perfect way to 

enjoy our delicious BBQ at home or on the 

road. Check out our Curbside Take-Out 

Window on 2nd Street, with 30 minute 

parking right in front. Order your favorites 

everyday from 10am. This includes individ-

ual lunches, baskets, salads and more!  

 

The Catering Department can handle events from 

25 to 2,500, with clients such as Boeing, Long 

Beach State and the Los Angeles Angels. 

 

Happy Hour is Monday - Thursday 4-6pm, and 

Sat/Sunday 12-3pm. $5 – 22oz Draft Beers (10 

handles) and glasses of House Wine, $4 off all 

Baskets, and $3 off all Appetizers. 

 

Find out why Naples Rib Company has been a 

Long Beach favorite for over 29 years. “We have 

a lot of Competition...but our Ribs don’t.”  

 

5800 E 2nd Street 

Long Beach 

(562) 439 –7427 

ribcompany.com 
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Sponsor Spotlight: McCarty’s Jewelry – 83 Years of Service 

McCarty’s Jewelry has been “Here for you since 1932,” serv-

ing Belmont Shore and Long Beach for 83 years. We always 

strive to create a feeling of family with our 

customers, and a sense of integrity and 

quality in the community.  

 

We are proud to offer fine jewelry and 

watches from top designers all over the 

world, as well as full repair services,    

custom jewelry design and authorized 

Rolex service and repair. 

 

Superior customer service and a genuine                         

desire to meet and get to know each of our       

customers has helped our store become the 

place to go for fine jewelry in Long Beach. 

 

We believe in community participation and 

actively support such local charities as the 

Cancer League, St. Mary’s Hospital, Junior 

League, Casa Youth Shelter, along with elementary school 

and high school programs.  

 

Customer loyalty has taken us through 83 

years, and we look forward to many more 

years of service to the Long Beach community. 

Join us for our biggest sale of the season,   

Miracle on 2nd Street, which takes place      

December 12– December 24.  

 

McCarty’s is open Tuesday through Saturday 

from 10am to 5:30pm.  

 

Happy Holidays from all of us here at 

McCarty’s Jewelry! 5011 E 2nd Street 

Long Beach 

(562) 438-1581 

mcartysjewelry.com 

 

 

 

Take Care of Those Who Have 

Taken Care of Us 

Help Support our Wounded Servicemen and 

Women on their Road to Recovery! 

  

Contribute online at: 

www.uso.org 
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Independence at Home Keeps Long Beach 

 Seniors Healthy and Independent 

by 

Denise Likar 

 

A s part of its mission to keep seniors healthy and inde-

pendent, SCAN Health Plan started Independence at 

Home (IAH). Over the past 40 years, IAH has helped SCAN 

serve its mission by introducing and providing a range of in-

novative programs focused on connecting underserved sen-

iors and disabled adults to the services they need to stay out 

of healthcare facilities and nursing homes.  

 

Today, I think of IAH as one of Long Beach’s best kept se-

crets. Consider these questions:  

-Are you an older adult who needs help with transportation, 

meal delivery or being safe at home? 

-Do you have questions about staying healthy so you don’t 

have to go into a nursing home? 

-Are you a caregiver to a friend or family member? 

-Would you like to socialize with other seniors? 

-Are you looking for volunteer opportunities so you can give 

back to local seniors? 

 

With one call to IAH’s dedicated phone number, you will be 

connected with a highly trained specialist that can answer 

these questions and connect you to the resources that will 

enable you or a family member to thrive. 

 

IAH is one of the few remaining not-for-profit, care manage-

ment programs dedicated to improving access to healthcare 

services for our communities’ most vulnerable people. We 

continue to be a central hub for vital information, expert as-

sistance and personalized care that helps seniors and disabled 

adults safely remain in their homes where they can be part of 

their communities. In 2014, SCAN, through IAH, helped 

more than 18,000 seniors and their caregivers in select areas 

of Southern California, Northern California and Arizona. In 

2015, IAH will reach a projected 20,000 seniors and their 

caregivers. 

 

The health of a community relies on the health of the people 

who call it home. That includes the most vulnerable commu-

nity members. IAH helps not only underserved seniors and at

-risk adults, but the neighborhoods where they live. By con-

necting seniors and disabled adults to affordable, accessible 

healthcare resources, IAH helps the entire community by: 

enabling family members to continue working and contrib-

uting to their communities; relieving the burden on commu-

nities to care for their aging and at-risk residents; and reduc-

ing the escalating costs associated with unnecessary place-

ment of seniors in nursing homes.  

 

 

IAH is also a proud supporter of Long Beach and its sur-

rounding communities. One example is our support of Long  

Beach Mayor Robert Garcia’s Internship Challenge -- a call 

to double the number of available internships for students in 

Long Beach and link the classroom to the workplace.  IAH  

currently has three interns from Cal State Long Beach’s mas-

ter of social work program, who each have a dedicated IAH 

Field Supervisor. Each intern learns first-hand from an expe-

rienced social worker by shadowing them on client home 

visits and participating in weekly case conferences, giving 

them invaluable experience for their respective future       

careers. 

 

IAH also helps to maintain the overall community safety net 

by supporting like-minded organizations that work to meet 

the immediate needs of at-risk seniors. This support goes to-

ward such basic necessities as food, medication, utility bills 

and transportation.  

 

Another hallmark initiative is the Volunteer Action for Aging 

program (VAA), which provides a network connecting sen-

iors and disabled adults to caring individuals. Through VAA, 

dedicated volunteer coordinators recruit, vet and train volun-

teers interested in making a meaningful difference in the lives 

of people who often live in isolation. Volunteers regularly 

call seniors, conduct friendly home visits and participate in 

activities—providing the vital social contact that impacts 

health and quality of life for seniors.   

 

And finally, IAH’s – and SCAN’s – imprint on the local 

community is highlighted by its Annual Thanksgiving Meal 

Delivery program. For 22 years now, hundreds of volunteers 

have assembled in Long Beach on Thanksgiving morning, 

and hand-delivered more than 2,200 warm turkey meals with 

all the fixings to seniors who would otherwise be alone.  

 

For more information, call (866) 421-1964 or follow us on 

social media at www.facebook.com/IndependenceAtHome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Denise Likar is Vice President of Independence at Home, a 

community service of SCAN Health Plan. She will be our 

guest on the Straight Talk Show airing the weeks of           

November 7 and  November 14.  

http://www.facebook.com/IndependenceAtHome
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Cerritos Acura—A Family Affair 

Richard Browning, founder  of the Browning Automotive Group, 

began his automotive career in 1934 when he joined the used car de-

partment of C. Stanley Martin Oldsmobile in Long Beach, CA.  Be-

tween 1934 and 1960, he worked in all departments, eventually be-

coming part owner and General Manager.  In early 1960, he purchased 

the entire dealership and re-named it Dick Browning Oldsmobile. 

 

The business continued to operate successfully as an exclusive 

Oldsmobile dealership in Long Beach  from 1960 to 1980.  With space 

limitations from business increases and with an aging facility, the deci-

sion was made to relocate to an entirely new facility in the then new 

Cerritos Auto Square in late 1980. Upon relocation to Cer r itos, the 

business name became Browning Oldsmobile-Isuzu. 

 

The Cerritos Auto Square became one of the premier auto sales loca-

tions in the United States shortly after opening in 1980 and Browning 

Oldsmobile-Isuzu enjoyed great success.  The opportunity to represent 

Dodge in Cerritos resulted in our opening of Cerritos Dodge in 

1984.The Group was also privileged to be one of the first Acura    

dealers in the United States with the opening of Cerritos Acura in 

1986.  Although the Oldsmobile-Isuzu franchises have been replaced 

by Mazda.  Browning Mazda, Cerritos Acura and Cerritos Dodge    

continue to operate successfully in the Cerritos Auto Square. 

 

With the death of the founder Richard Browning in 1991, ownership of 

the Browning Automotive Group passed on to his son, Kent Browning, 

who has been with the Browning Automotive Group since 1975.  

 

Under Kent Browning’s direction, the business has expanded to      

Victorville, CA with the purchase of Valley-Hi Toyota and Valley-

Hi Honda in 2001 along with the purchase of Valley-Hi Nissan in 

2004, and the addition of Valley-Hi Kia in 2010.  In 2012 we expand-

ed to Norco, CA with Browning Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram and now to 

Alhambra. CA with the addition of the All New Browning Mazda 

of Alhambra. 

 

The Browning Automotive Group today consists of 14 franchises in 9 

locations employing over  700 professionals.   

 

The keys to our success have been and will continue to be representing 

quality products in state of the art facilities while treating all     

customers and employees with courtesy, honesty and respect. 

cerritosacura.com 
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