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Grand Prix Coming To Town

T

he 41st Annual Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach is com- by Honda and Chevrolet.
ing to town Friday through Sunday April 17-19. The
Other races over the weekend include
race is Long Beach’s annual
the SPEED Energy Formula Off-Road
Spring Break” party and is exRace, Tequila Patrón Sports Car Showpected to attract more than 170,000
case, Indy Lights presented by Cooper
fans over the 3-day weekend.
Photo
Tires, the Pirelli World Challenge
Championship, and the Super Drift
The featured race is Sunday afterChallenge.
noon’s Verizon IndyCar Series
event which will draw an internaA fan favorite is always the Protional field of world class drivers
Celebrity Race to be run on Saturday,
expected to include defending SeApril 18. The race pits stars from the
ries champion Will Power, threeworlds of sports and entertainment
time Series champ Scott Dixon,
against professional drivers in identicalLong Beach winners Takuma
ly prepared Scion FR-S vehicles. Eighteen celebrities and pros
Sato, Ryan Hunter-Reay, Helio Castoneves, and Sebastian
are expected to take the green flag.
Bourdais, along with Graham Rahal and Marco Andretti.
The Series will have cars with turbocharged engines supplied
(Continued on page 3)

Sheriff McDonnell on Straight Talk
Jim McDonnell
Los Angeles County Sheriff
LA County Sheriff Jim McDonnell was
elected in November 2014 and sworn in
as the 32nd Sheriff of Los Angeles
County on December 1, 2014.
He joins us to discuss his plans for the challenges facing the
Department, including dealing with jailhouse violence and the
problems triggered by realignment and the passage of Prop 47.
Sheriff McDonnell is a Boston native who grew up in a working class neighborhood a stone’s throw from Fenway Park. He
came to Los Angeles over three decades ago with little more
than a dream to be part of protecting and serving the public. He
was born to immigrant parents who instilled in him the values
that have served as the guideposts throughout his life: hard
work, integrity and treating all people with respect.
Sheriff McDonnell served for 29 years at the Los Angeles

Police Department, rising to second-in-command under Chief
Bill Bratton, and then served for five years as Chief of the
Long Beach Police Department.
Sheriff McDonell will be our guest on the Straight Talk Show
airing the weeks of April 11 & April 18.
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Ethics and Politics
www.ABM.com

T

he dysfunctional government at the national
and state level these past few years is of
great concern to many citizens. Seeing our elected representatives at loggerheads and unable or
unwilling to respond to the wishes of a majority
of the electorate is a source of increasing frustration to the electorate.

How about applying to politics the widely
accepted ethical principles which we try to follow in our daily lives? Principles such as honesty, integrity, accountability, fairness, transparency, and promise-keeping. Imagine how
the application of these principles could transform the political arena. The current gulf
belmontathleticclub.com
between accepted principles and political behavior is certainly one of the reasons that politicians
are held in such a low regard.
longbeachcomber.com

Boathouseonthebay.com

www.letsdobrix.com

cerritosacura.com

Many political practices offend the notion of
common sense and fairness. The “gut and
amend” practice of substituting one bill for another at the very last moment and then having a
vote without any hearings and without even giving legislators a chance to read the bill defies
logic. The misuse of the filibuster in the Senate
makes it impossible for a simple majority to enact legislation on any matter of importance.
Gerrymandered districts allow the political
parties in effect to pick their voters rather than
having the voters elect their representatives. The
misuse of emergency relief bills, such as for
Hurricane Sandy, as convenient vehicles to load
with pork and carry legislators’ pet projects

without hearings or adequate review is unsupportable. And the role of money in political process needs re-examination.
Is it not time for re-districting reform, as enacted
in California, to spread to other states? It is not
time to change the Senate rules to limit the misuse of the filibuster? Shouldn't emergency relief
bills be restricted to appropriations that directly
respond to the emergency? Shouldn’t we at least
have immediate and full disclosure of all campaign contributors by the true donor (not just
some “front committee”) so that voters will
know who is really behind a candidate?
These and other needed reforms would be good
starting points to create a government worthy of
the people it represents. Ultimately, the entire
social contract is based upon an implied agreement between the people and our leaders. We
entrust those who govern us with an immense
amount of authority and power, and they need to
exercise that power ethically and in public
interest.
History teaches us that a society which becomes
corrupt will ultimately fail. The basic values of
America, as embodied in the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence, are too important to us and the world to allow America to
fail. We need to start righting the ship of state.

Art Levine, Publisher

Thought of the Month
“If you’re afraid, do it”

Lesley Gore (quoting Ralph Waldo Emerson)

www.charter.com
Office of
Leonard P. Cutuli, D.D.S.

Providing the finest
in dental care

1045 Atlantic Ave.
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Grand Prix (continued from page 1)
Music is an important attraction during the
weekend, beginning with the Tecate Light
Fiesta Friday Concert and continuing with Saturday’s Rock-NRoar Concert starring Vince Neil of
Mötley Crüe.
The popular Formula
DRIFT Challenge
invitational competition, taking place
Friday and Saturday
nights, made its debut last year to huge
crowds. Expected to
feature 16 of the
sport’s top cars and drivers, including 2013 series Champ Chris Forsberg, Vaughn Gittin,
Frederic Aasbo, Aurimas Bakehis and defending race champ Daigo Saito. Practice and qualifying runs will take place Friday night, and the
competition rounds
will run Saturday
night.
The Lifestyle Expo,
free to all race attendees, features
more than 130 exhibitors offering the latest products and services in automotive,
travel, home improvement, fitness
and recreation. The
Expo is open Friday and Saturday 8am – 6pm
and Sunday from 8am – 5:30pm

In its 7th year, Green Power Prix-View, part of
the popular Lifestyle Expo, will feature displays

of alternative energy vehicles and a wide variety
of renewable energy sources, water and energy
conservation and green building materials. In
addition, special displays
celebrating the race’s
four decades of competition will be featured in
the Expo, including several of the classic winning racecars from the
past 40 years.
Attending to visitors all
weekend long are the
“Redcoats”, members of
the Committee of 300,
who volunteer their time
manning the grandstands and making guests feel
particularly welcome. The C300 Paddock Club
is a perfect place to watch the race and enjoy
food and entertainment all weekend long.
For more information
about the Paddock
Club or to make a
reservation, call (562)
981-9200.
For race tickets or
further information,
call 1 (888) 827-7333
or visit gplb.com.

3490 Long Beach Blvd

4606 East 2nd Street

rossmoorpastries.com

5856 E. Naples Plaza

Seaside Travel

5241 East 2nd Street

www.gplb.com
Grand Prix CEO Jim Michaelian will be our
guest on a Special Edition of Straight Talk
on the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach
airing the weeks of March 28 and April 4.

Long
Beach
Petroleum
Club

2300 E. Ocean Blvd

3636 Linden Avenue
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5021 E. Anaheim St.
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Police Chief to Speak at Future Focus

L

ong Beach Chief of Police Robert Luna will be the
guest speaker at the next Future Focus Forum at Temple
Israel on Thursday, April 16 at 7:30 pm.

Long Beach. He is also a graduate of the Harvard University
Senior Executives in State and Local Government Program
and the USC Delinquency Control Institute.

His topic, The Future of Police- Community Relations, will
address an issue that has emerged over the past year as a major subject of national discussion after the
deaths of several African-Americans following confrontations with white police
officers. These incidents sparked a number
of protests in cities across the nation, and
inspired reflections at the national, state and
local levels about the relationship between
law enforcement agencies and the communities they are sworn to serve and protect.

Chief Luna’s remarks will be followed by an audience Q&A
and then a Reception catered by Gelson’s Supermarket. The
program is open to all members of the community without
charge.

Robert Luna was appointed as Long Beach’s
26th Chief of Police in November 2014. Chief Luna has
served the City of Long Beach for 29 years. His work in the
Long Beach Police Department has covered a variety of assignments, including Special Weapons & Tactics (SWAT),
homicide, drugs, gang investigations and communications.
Chief Luna’s education includes attendance at the FBI National Executive Institute and the FBI National Academy, Master
of Public Administration (MPA) and Bachelor of Vocational
Education (BVE) degrees from California State University,

Future Focus is a speaker series launched in
May 2013 at Temple Israel. It is designed to
create a forum for community leaders to identify and address issues critical to the future
development and well-being of our City. Previous Future Focus speakers were Mayor
Bob Foster and former California Governor
George Deukmejian.
Members of the community are invited to attend at no cost.
However, seating is limited and reservations are recommended. To make your reservation, email FutureFocus@tilb.org.
For more information, call (562) 434-0096.
Temple Israel is located at 269 Loma Avenue. Guests are
urged to arrive early to allow time to find neighborhood
on-street parking.

1/2 Page Ad
Cerritos Acura
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Renaissance Faire Opens April 4
“Sir Frances Drake”
Renaissance Pleasure Faire
The Original Renaissance Pleasure Faire
returns to Southern California on Saturday, April 4 and runs seven weekends
through May 17. The Faire is located at
the Santa Fe Dam
Recreation Area in
the City of Irwindale. Hours are 10am to
7pm.
This year the Faire is celebrating its 53rd
Anniversary. You can join in the fun at
the Ultimate Party! More than 1200
costumed performers bring Shakespeare’s
England to life with parades, pageants and
perfectly delightful townsfolk offering
continuous entertainment of an international variety spread throughout the village.
Cirque de Soleil acrobats, juggling jokers and jesters,
willful wenches and jousting knights are ready to
celebrate. Thirteen stages of non-stop entertainment
come alive, featuring such favorites as the beloved
Broon and the Wash Well Wenches.

In addition, 150 craft booths, hand-powered rides and games
are waiting to delight you.
Whether you thirst for a hearty English ale or fine wine,
whether you hunger for a turkey leg or a chocolate dipped
cheesecake on a stick, over 100 gourmet foods and a dozen
delicious drinks are tempting your taste buds to give them a
try. Twenty-three food vendors offer an array
of foods from fish and chips and sausages to
salads to sorbets.
Back again is the popular Food Truck
Army with a delightful assortment of additional foods, including exquisite crepes,
Asian cuisine and adult-styled grilled
cheese.
Tickets are $28 for adults, $15 for children
ages 5-12 (children 4 and under are free with
paid adult). Vehicle entry fee to the Recreation Area is $10. Parking is free.
For more information or tickets, go to www.renfair.com
or call (626) 969-4750.
“Sir Francis Drake” will be our guest on the Straight
Talk Show airing the weeks of March 14 & March 21.

1/2 Page Ad
Naples Rib Co.

Watch Anytime: www.StraightTalkTV.com

Page 5

Cottonwood Award Luncheon

T

he Fourth Annual Cottonwood Award Luncheon will be
held on Thursday, May 14, 2015 beginning at 11am at
Rancho Los Alamitos.
The program features a Reception in the Rancho Center and
Barnyard, a California Ranch Barbeque Buffet with outdoor open-fire grill, and the Cottonwood Award Presentation & Special Recognition.

Rancho Los Alamitos provide a unique
learning experience free of charge to
schools, children, families and visitors
of all ages. Nowhere is the story of
Southern California displayed more
richly than at the Rancho.
Freda & Doug Otto

Past Cottonwood
Award recipients include Los Angeles
County Supervisor Don Knabe and Julie
Knabe; Former Long Beach Mayor
Beverly O’Neill; and Former California
Governor George Deukmejian and
Gloria Deukmejian.

This year, Freda and Doug Otto will
be honored with the Cottonwood
Award. The Ottos are being recognized
for their many years of significant leadership and support in enhancing, promoting and supporting the cultural
community of Long Beach and the
region.
Stallion Barn at Rancho Alamitos

In addition, special recognition will be
given to The Port of Long Beach and the Long Beach
Navy Memorial Heritage Association for their
extraordinary support of Rancho Los Alamitos and
a wide range of cultural organizations and projects.
Proceeds from the Cottonwood Award Luncheon help

Tickets are $75 per person. Tables of 10
are $750. Sponsorships are also available.
To order tickets or for sponsorship information, call (562) 431-3541 or visit
rancholosalamitos.org.

Free parking is available at CSULB in Lot 11 on
Palo Verde Avenue. A continuous handicap
accessible Shuttle Service to the Rancho will be
provided.

Impact of the Drought

Lake Oroville in 2011 and now. We get our water from Lake Oroville.

For ways to conserve water visit
www.lbwater.org
Public Service Ad Donated by
Straight Talk Productions
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CCEJ Humanitarian Awards Dinner

T

he California Conference for Equality and Justice
(CCEJ) will present four distinguished honorees with the
2015 Humanitarian Award at the 52nd Annual Humanitarian Awards Dinner on Thursday, May 21 at 5:30pm at the
Hyatt Regency, Long Beach.
The honorees are: Drs. Martha & Faustino
Bernadett, Margie & Frank Newell,
Braden Phillips, and Mrs. Naomi G.
Rainey Pierson. CCEJ will recognize these
leaders for their efforts to advance the mission of the California Conference for Equality and Justice, their civic contributions and
their life-long commitment to humanity and
justice.
CCEJ will also recognize Community
Hospital Long Beach with the Building
Bridges Award for its extraordinary contributions to building
an inclusive community in Long Beach.
Minnie Douglas and Drew Gagner will serve as this year’s
Dinner Co-Chairs, and will lead the ceremonies for the
evening.
Proceeds from the Humanitarian Awards Dinner support the

important work of CCEJ to reduce bias,
bigotry and racism through education, conflict resolution training, and advocacy.
Long recognized for exceptional work in
human relations, CCEJ has
built a distinguished record of service breaking
Braden Phillips
down the distance between people. It provides human relations
training and conflict resolution services to
thousands of youth, educators, faith leaders,
law enforcement personnel and neighborhood
leaders. The goal is to build safe and inclusive schools, neighborhoods and
workplaces.
CCEJ will also take the opportunity during
the dinner to recognize all of the past recipients of the Humanitarian Award and acknowledge their accomplishments.
Tickets to the event are $200 per person. There are also multiple sponsorship levels available.
To purchase tickets or for sponsorship information, call the
CCEJ office at (562) 435-8184 or visit www.cacej.org.

1/2 Page Ad
Umberto’s
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Straight Talk

Straight Talk Staffer Melissa Navarro and guest
Raymond Velasquez at the Straight Talk Holiday
Party at Naples Rib Company.

Water Replenishment District of Southern California
(WRD) Chair Albert Robles at the dedication of the
expansion of the Leo J. Vander Lans Advanced
Water Treatment Facility.

Honored Guest Speaker Congressman Alan
Lowenthal, together with Straight Talk Host
Art Levine, is pictured in front of the street sign
bearing his name. The Congressman helped get
federal funding for the Water Treatment Project.
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Straight Talk staffer A.J. Leone with City Prosecutor
Doug Haubert at the Straight Talk Holiday Party.

Former WRD Director Leo Vander Lans addresses
guests at the Dedication Ceremony of the Advanced
Water Treatment Facility now bearing his name.

Newly-elected Director of the Water Replenishment
District of Southern California John Allen being
sworn in by The Honorable Gloria L. White-Brown
at WRD Headquarters in Lakewood.
Straight Talk Magazine

Around Town

Bill Tallichet, whose family owns Specialty Restaurants,
pictured with Salvation Army Captain Erika Hernandez
at the Annual Christmas Dinner for the needy at The
Reef. The Salvation Army Citadel Corps Band, seen in
the background, helped provide a festive atmosphere.

Aquatic Capital of America Board Member John Callos
introduces Coach of the Year Alfredo Montenegro at
the inspiring Sixth Annual Awards Banquet at Keesal,
Young & Logan.

Guests dine and dance to the music of The Emperors at
the festive New Year’s Eve party at the Boathouse on
the Bay Restaurant.
Watch Anytime: www.StraightTalkTV.com

Bill Tallichet, Captain Erika Hernandez and Santa
Claus with two of the happy guests at the holiday
dinner at The Reef Restaurant. More than 2,000 meals
were served to needy community families.

Paralympic Athlete Angela Madsen, recipient of the
Outstanding Achievement Award, pictured with Coach
Jack Nunn, L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe,
Aquatic Capital President Tom Shadden and Presidentelect Dick Miller.

Boathouse on the Bay General Manager John Morris
with Diane Levine help ring in the New Year.
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President Conoley on Straight Talk
Jane Close Conoley
President
California State University, Long Beach
Jane Close Conoley became the seventh
President of California State University,
Long Beach when she assumed the office on July 15, 2014.
Dr. Conoley comes to the University at a time when everyone
also seems to want to come to the Beach — with over 80,000
applications last year for 6,000 places. She is faced with the
challenges of trying to expand enrollment at a time of severe
budget restraints, accelerating the time it takes students to
graduate, and continuing to focus on student success. A $225
million major fundraising campaign was recently announced
to help with these efforts. Over $200 million has already
been raised.
The Straight Talk interview with Dr. Conoley will be webcast
throughout the world on the University website as part of the
CSULB Graduation Ceremonies the week of May 19 through
May 22.

Bio
Prior to becoming the President of CSULB, Dr. Conoley was
the interim Chancellor of the University of California Riverside. She has also held leadership positions at the University
of California Santa Barbara, Texas A&M University, and at
the University of Ne braska Lincoln. Dr. Conoley is the author, co-author or editor of over one hundred twenty books,
articles, and book chapters. Her latest book “Positive Psychology and Family Therapy” was co-authored with her husband, Dr. Collie W. Conoley.
She serves on numerous journal editorial and community service boards. She has received research, teaching and service
honors during her career. Both the American Psychological
Association and the Association of Psychological Science
honored Dr. Conoley with fellow status. Her research and
development efforts in school safety, teacher quality and
student achievement have been supported by over 20 million
dollars in external federal, state and private funds.
President Conoley will be our guest on the Straight Talk
Show airing the weeks of April 25 & May 2.

Phil Trani’s - Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary
1990 - 2015
Steaks

Fine Dining

Seafood

Phil Trani's is not just a great place to eat delicious food, it's like an all-inclusive
social club, where on any given day you might have the opportunity to rub elbows
with sports superstars of the past, present and future. You can see many of their
autographs on Phil's famous kitchen walls.
Open for dinner nightly
and for lunch weekdays.
Live music Friday and
Saturday nights.
Page 10

3490 Long Beach Blvd.
Long Beach
(562) 426-3668
www.PhilTrani.com
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Photo Focus: State of the City

The Terrace Theater façade and lobby are all lit up
for the Reception preceding the State of the City
Address by Mayor Garcia.

LB Convention & Visitors Bureau President Steve
Goodling, Catalina Express President Greg Bombard,
and Keesal, Young & Logan Partner William Collier
grab a bite before the State of the City Address.

Long Beach Mayor Robert Garcia delivers his first
State of the City Address.
Watch Anytime: www.StraightTalkTV.com

President of the Board of Harbor Commissioners
Doug Drummond and Long Beach Firefighter
Wayne Chaney at the Reception.

Over 2,000 community residents packed the Terrace
Theater to hear the Mayor give his address.

The Mayor concludes his powerful presentation
with a large graphic for the New Year.
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Sponsor & Community News
Jewels of the Night
Jewels of the Night, the annual community celebration to support CSULB athletics, will be held on Saturday, May 2 at
5pm in the Walter Pyramid. This marquee event generates
funds to support the more than 350 Long Beach State studentathletes. With delectable food from 25+ local eateries, an array of unique auction items up for bid, music and enjoyable
live entertainment. Jewels has become a popular fixture in the
community. Tickets are $175 VIP, $125 general. Early bird
tickets (til March 20) are $150 VIP, $100 general. For tickets
or more information visit www.jewelofthenight.com.

Panxa
Panxa, the new Latin American restaurant at 3937 E. Broadway (site of the former Christy’s), is now open weekdays for
lunch and Saturday/Sunday for brunch. Weekday Happy
Hour (3 - 6pm) features $5 appetizers such as Fried Calamari
Taco and Creamy Poblano Fries. House Margaritas are $5.
For reservations or more information, call (562) 433-7999.
Performance Plus Tire
Performance Plus Tire is hosting the first in a series of events
each year to support their Annual Fall Food Drive. The Drive
In to Drive Out Hunger Vintage Car Show is set to for
Saturday, May 16 between 5 - 8pm. The show will feature
all eras of vintage vehicles, music, free BBQ, door prizes, and
more. All proceeds go toward the 18th Annual Food Drive
that will be held in November. Stop by Performance Plus
Tire at 3910 Cherry Avenue to join in the fun. For further
information, call (562) 988-0211 or email Joyce at
joyce@performanceplustire.com.
Press-Telegram
The Press-Telegram is hosting a Navigate Digital Marketing
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All Rights Reserved

Seminar on Tuesday, March 24 at 9am and again at 3pm.
Learn how digital media has changed the way people shop
and make purchasing decisions. Experts from the PressTelegram will explain how to use multiple digital platforms to
reach your target audience. The seminar is free. For reservations, go to presstelegram.com/digitalmarketing.
Storyteller Competition
Long Beach Searches for the Greatest Storyteller Competition starts its season on Monday, March 30 at 7pm at a new
venue, Malarkey’s Grill. Storytellers are offered a chance to
tell a true story in six minutes. To submit a story idea, send a
short summary to MarianaStoryteller@gmail.com. From
these, six tellers will be selected, as well as two persons from
the audience the night of the show. Audience members and
four noted judges from the community will vote for their favorite. The winner gets a $100 prize and is eligible to compete in the final round in December. For more information,
call (562) 279- 4181.
The theme of the night is “Best Bar Tale,” says producer
Mariana Williams. All local bar servers are invited to step
up to the mic with a story. Admission is $6, To guarantee a
seat, guests are urged to purchase their ticket in advance. Go
to BrownPaperTickets.com and type in the event. Malarkey’s is located at 168 N. Marina Drive on Alamitos Bay.
Straight Talk Night
A Straight Talk Night honoring the Toyota Grand Prix of
Long Beach will be held on Wednesday, April 8 from 6 –
8pm at Phil Trani’s, 3490 Long Beach Blvd. Grand Prix
CEO Jim Michaelian will be present to provide an update
on race activities. C300 members will be there and the Pace
Car will be on display. Guests will also be able to watch the
Special Edition of Straight Talk focusing on the race. Hosted
appetizers, no-host bar. Free on-site parking. All race fans are
invited to join in the fun.

Stay Connected!

Straight Talk with Art Levine
Politics

·

Arts

·

Business

Sat/Sun Showtimes

9am (FiOS 21) 10am (Ch 188) 7pm (FiOS 21) 8pm (Ch 188)

Straight Talk Productions
6475 E. Pacific Coast Hwy #440
Long Beach, CA 90803
Email: art@straighttalktv.com
Printed by Seaside Printing
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Who Can Speak before Congress?
by
Dr. Craig R. Smith
Author, Confessions of a Presidential Speechwriter

H

ouse Speaker John Boehner’s recent invitation to Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to speak before
Congress on March 3 has proven controversial for a number
of reasons.
First, Netanyahu is right in the middle of an Israeli election
campaign, and it might appear to some that the Congress is
endorsing him.
Second, President Obama relaxed economic sanctions on Iran
in an effort to facilitate negotiations over Iran’s nuclear capability. Netanyahu and the Republicans have argued that Iran
has been stalling, and therefore the tougher sanctions should
be reinstated. Accordingly, Speaker Boehner chose not to
consult with the President before inviting Netanyahu.
Third, it may seem unusual to some to have a foreign leader
address the legislative body of the United States government.
Allow me to put these concerns to rest by examining some
precedents.
According to the U.S. Constitution, Congress is the sole lawmaking body of the government. In fact, Speaker Boehner is
suing the President for over-stepping his executive authority
and violating the separation of powers doctrine. The Speaker,
who is elected by the members of the House, has the authority
to invite whomever he likes to speak before Congress as part
of his duties.
Foreign leaders have addressed the Congress, starting with
The Marquis de Lafayette in 1824. Shortly after the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, Winston Churchill came to
cement America’s World War II alliance with Great Britain.
He returned in 1943 to bolster the war effort and again in
1952 during his second term as Prime Minister.
More recent speakers may be seen as more relevant to the
case at hand. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin spoke
before the Congress in 1976 and 1994. In 1978, peacemakers
Anwar Sadat of Egypt and Menachem Begin of Israel spoke
on the same day. In fact, Netanyahu himself spoke before
Congress in 1996 and 2011. However, those speakers all had
the approval of the sitting president. The current invitation
to Netanyahu did not. But even this slight is not without
precedent.
The most notorious case was the invitation to General
Watch Anytime: www.StraightTalkTV.com

Douglas MacArthur. The popular general, who had led the
United States to victory in the Pacific during World War II,
had been recalled to duty by President Harry Truman with
the advent of the Korean War in 1950. MacArthur reversed a
desperate situation when he reinforced the embattled perimeter around Puson. He then launched his own counter-offensive
at Inchon, pushing the North Korean army back across its
northern border with Red China.
MacArthur then asked for permission to demolish the bridges
over the Yalu River separating North Korea from China. The
President turned him down. Soon Chinese soldiers crossed the
Yalu and pushed the Americans south. MacArthur asked for
authority to use tactical nuclear weapons against the Chinese.
Again, President Truman refused the request, arguing that it
was beyond the “police action” authorized by the United
Nations. When MacArthur complained to the press, Truman
removed him for insubordination.
Truman was already unpopular because of the fall of China to
Mao Zedong and the communists, the Soviet Union’s development of the atomic bomb, and the internal threat of subversion by Communist agents. His firing of MacArthur was the
last straw for Republicans, who controlled the Congress. Infuriating the President, they invited MacArthur to speak on
April 19, 1951. The address was broadcast live over the
nation’s growing television network. MacArthur rose to the
occasion with a memorable 37-minute speech that ended
dramatically with the lines, “Old soldiers never die, they just
fade away. And like that old soldier . . . I now close my
military career and just fade away, an old soldier who tried
to do his duty as God gave him the light to see that duty.
Good bye.”
Many members of the House and Senate could be seen
weeping as MacArthur left the lectern. He became a possible
presidential candidate. Truman’s approval ratings continued
to plummet, and he eventually withdrew from the 1952
presidential race.
MacArthur was a willing knight in the Republican chess
game with Truman. Netanyahu is the Republican’s knight
this time around. President Obama needs to be very careful
about what counter moves he makes.
Dr. Craig Smith was a speechwriter for President Ford and
President H.W. Bush. He is the Director of the Center for
First Amendment Studies at CSULB.
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Sponsor Spotlight: Cerritos Acura - Number One in Southern California
Cerritos Acura is the number one Acura Dealer in Southern
California. We opened our doors in 1986 and were privileged
to be one of the first Acura Dealers in the United States.

coffee, pastries, convenient early bird and night auto drop off,
shuttle service and much more. We’re designed for customer
comfort and satisfaction.
Cerritos Acura has one of the largest
parts inventories on the West Coast and
offers 24 hour online purchasing for your
convenience. Acura parts are engineered
to original specification and designed for
seamless integration into your vehicle.

Cerritos Acura combines a state of the art
facility and a dedicated staff that provides
quality products and world class service.
Our goal is to make your car buying and
servicing experience outstanding.
Cerritos Acura is located in the world
famous Cerritos Auto Square. We have
one of the largest inventories in California
and have over 300 years of combined sales
experience.
Our Service Department is open six days a
week to accommodate your busy schedule.
We offer customer workstations equipped
with WiFi, complimentary Starbucks

We invite you to stop by. Our friendly
staff is ready to assist you with your
vehicle needs.

18827 Studebaker Road
Cerritos Auto Mall
(562) 402-5281

www.cerritosacura.com

Sponsor Directory
Shop our Local Quality Sponsors
Airport
Long Beach Airport………………………..(562) 570-2600
Art
Long Beach Museum of Art…………….…(562) 439-2119
Auto Dealership
Cerritos Acura………..……………………(562) 402-5281
Bakery
Rossmoor Pastries…………………...……(562) 498-2253
Cable TV/Internet/Phone
Charter Communications……………….…(888) 438-2427
Long Beach Television………………...….(562) 570-1122
Coffee
Polly’s Gourmet Coffee…………………...(562) 433-2996
Dentist
Leonard P. Cutuli, D.D.S.………………....(562) 435-5388
Facilities Management
ABM……………………………………….(949) 585-6025
Flooring
The Finishing Touch…………..…………...(562) 493-5497
Health Club
The Belmont Athletic Club….……………..(562) 438-1176
Import/Export
Port of Long Beach…………………..….....(562) 437-0041
Internal Medicine
Dr. Marcy Zwelling………………………..(562) 596-7584
Jewelry
McCarty’s Jewelry……………………........(562) 438-1581
Medicare Advantage Plan
SCAN Health Plan…………………………(800) 915-7226
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Independence at Home A Division of SCAN........(562) 637-7116
Men’s Apparel
Umberto International Clothier……………….......(562) 597-0391
Private Social Club
Long Beach Petroleum Club……………………..(562) 427-7966
Publications
Beachcomber……………………….……………..(562) 597-8000
Gazette Newspapers..……………..…………........(562) 433-2000
Press-Telegram……………………...………..…...(562) 435-1161
Restaurants
Boathouse on the Bay……………………………..(562) 493-1100
Naples Rib Company………...…………..…...…...(562) 439-7427
Papalucci’s…………………………………..…….(562) 434-4454
Picarelli’s………………………………………….(562) 986-5280
Phil Trani’s………………………..……..………..(562) 426-3668
Russo’s Ristorante………………………………...(562) 433-1616
Special Events
Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach………..……....(562) 981-2600
Theater
International City Theatre……………..……...…...(562) 495-4595
Long Beach Playhouse…………………………….(562) 494-1014
Musical Theatre West………..……………..……..(562) 856-1999
Tires/Wheels/Service
Performance Plus Tire & Auto Superstore..……….(562) 988-0211
Travel Agency
Seaside Travel……………………………………..(562) 433-0917
Utilities
Long Beach Water Department…..……………......(562) 570-2300
Straight Talk Magazine

Full Page Ad
Gelsons

Full Page Ad
Port of LB

