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Sheriff McDonnell on Straight Talk  

 

 

Jim McDonnell 

Los Angeles County Sheriff 

 

Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim 

McDonnell was sworn in on December 

1, 2014 as the 32nd Sheriff of Los     

Angeles County. He joins us to discuss 

the work of the Sheriff’s Department, 

the challenges facing it, and his goals for the future. 

 

Sheriff McDonnell is a Boston native who grew up in a work-

ing class neighborhood a stone’s throw from Fenway Park. He 

came to Los Angeles over three decades ago with little more 

than a dream to be part of protecting and serving the public. 

 

He was born to immigrant parents who instilled in him the val-

ues that have served as the guideposts throughout his life: hard 

work, integrity and treating all people with respect. He began 

his law enforcement career in 1981 as a twenty-two year old 

graduate from the Los Angeles Police Academy.  
 

Sheriff McDonnell and his wife Kathy live in Long Beach. He 

has two daughters -- Kelly who is in law school and Megan 

pursuing a graduate degree in film school. 

 

Sheriff McDonnell will be our guest on the Straight Talk Show 

airing the weeks of June 11 & June 18. 
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T he Pageant of the Masters is arguably one of the most 

unique productions in the world. Audiences are amazed 

and enchanted by ninety minutes of   

tableaux vivants (“living pictures”), 

incredibly faithful creations of classical 

and contemporary works of art, with live 

people posing to look like their counter-

parts in the original pieces. 

 

The Pageant takes place nightly at 

8:30pm from Thursday, July 7 to 

Wednesday, August 31 in the beauti-

ful Irvine Bowl on the grounds of  La-

guna’s Festival of the Arts. The theme 

this year is Partners, focusing on dy-

namic duos and collaborations from the 

art world, including compelling artists and patrons, notable 

artists and their models, and even iconic dance partners.  

Featuring live narration and original music performed live by 

the Pageant orchestra, this year’s theatrical event showcases 

memorable art made possible by part-

nerships. For her 21st pageant as di-

rector, Diane Challis Davy was in-

spired by a portrait of the Lavoisiers, 

an influential married couple doing 

scientific research in France during the 

18th century, who fostered a partner-

ship in both science and art. 

 

Challis Davy also wanted to include a 

tribute to the masters of cinematic cho-

reography and iconic dance partners, 

Gene Kelly and Fred Astaire, with 

Dance in the Movies as the subject for 

the finale of Act One. 

 (Continued on page 3) 

Dream of a Sunday Afternoon by Diego Rivera 
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“A ship is always safe at shore, but that is not what it’s built for.” 
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Our Thanks for 24 Years 

A s our 24th Anniversary Season draws 

to a close, I would like to thank you, 

as well as our sponsors and guests, for your 

support and involvement over these past two 

decades. 

 

Our goal has always been to provide you  

with a link to our community leaders in   

politics, business and the arts — i.e. to stay 

connected. An informed electorate is        

critical to the successful functioning of a              

democracy.  

 

There is an old adage that says each com-

munity ultimately gets the government it 

deserves. I truly believe that most of our 

viewers care about our city and want to  

help shape the public discourse. 

 

We are grateful to our Quality Sponsors     

for providing the support necessary to bring 

Straight Talk to you each week. Their 

names and logos surround this column.    

We are proud of our sponsors and urge    

you to support them. 

 

A special thank you to our Title Sponsors: 

The Port of Long Beach, SCAN Health 

Plan and the Press-Telegram for  their  

major support.  

 

Also, our deep appreciation to Charter  

Communications for  their  help in pro-

ducing and airing Straight Talk. Special 

thanks to Charter Senior VP Del Heintz.  

 

Also, to Charter Production Manager       

Anthony Lamonea, Director  Ron Petke, 

make-up artist CJ Eastman, long-time crew 

members Dave Chapman and John Gean 

and the entire Charter team. 

 

And thanks to Beach TV, LBTV, Los 

Alamitos TV and other  stations for  air ing 

our show. Also to Advanced Media Produc-

tions at CSULB for  providing the profes-

sional studio and staff support, including 

Vic Carpenter and Amara Trujillo. 

 

Also, our appreciation to Straight Talk  

Magazine Assistant Editors Stephanie     

Robles and Meagan Meylor  and to     

Seaside Printing. 

 

Also, thanks to the more than 1400 guests 

who have taken the time to visit us on the 

show over the past 24 years. It is gratifying 

that our government officials and communi-

ty leaders share our belief that accountabil-

ity to the public is an impor tant par t of 

their responsibility. 

 

Most of all we thank you, our viewers, for 

your continued loyalty, constructive      

comments and encouragement over the 

years. 

Art Levine, Host 

Straight Talk TV Show 

www.fromex.com 
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Your Ad Could Be  

Here 
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The 2016 Pageant 

will feature mas-

terpieces from 

many nations, in-

cluding France, 

Spain, Sweden, 

Italy and Mexico. 

Partners will illu-

minate the ways in 

which partnership 

can become an 

ideal subject for 

unforgettable art-

works devoted to family, love and courtship, as 

well as historical, scientific and fictional jour-

neys. 

 

With a wide breadth of artistic work to choose 

from, Challis Davy recognized the challenge she 

has already faced: “There are so many artworks 

inspired by partnerships, it’s difficult to narrow 

them down.” 

 

Partners will offer a fun 

and surprising artistic ex-

perience in its gallery of 

masterpieces, from the 

warm familial scenes of 

Sweden’s Carl Larsson to 

the surrealism of Frida 

Kahlo and Diego Rivera.  

 

This summer’s produc-

tion will present exciting 

stories, many appearing on the Pageant stage for 

the very first time. As a preview, Challis Davy 

said, “We’re planning to incorporate video and 

live action sequences along with a behind-the-

scenes look at how tableaux are created, and 

how volunteers are selected for the show.” 

 

Working closely with Challis Davy, longtime 

Pageant scriptwrit-

er Dan Duling was 

also excited about 

the theme, espe-

cially because vol-

unteer enthusiasm 

at the Pageant is 

integral to the cre-

ative process. 

Challis Davy and 

her staff realize all 

too well that their 

83 year old pro-

duction wouldn’t be possible without their 

amazing and loyal volunteers, many of whom 

travel from all over the Southland to participate 

and return year after year. 

 

Backstage at the Pageant is truly unique. A per-

petually festive atmosphere and a commitment 

to professionalism in every department result in 

a show that has been elicit-

ing gasps of wonder and 

delight from audiences for 

decades. Challis Davy 

hopes that after visiting 

Partners, the audience will 

think about those who have 

inspired and encouraged 

them. 

 

On the grounds next to the 

Pageant is the wonderful 

Festival of Arts, showcas-

ing the finest artists, sculptors and craftsmen. 

This year they are celebrating their 84th Anni-

versary. Free admission is offered to the Fes-

tival all season long with your Pageant ticket 

stub. 

 

For tickets or further information, go to 

www.PageantTickets.com or  (800) 487-3378. 

4611 East 2nd Street 

  2300 E. Ocean Blvd 

  1220 E. 4th Street 

 5011 East 2nd Street 

Pageant (continued from page 1) 

The Kiss on the Hand by Gerolamo Induno 

The Dancers by Harriet W. Frishmuth 

http://www.philtrani.com/
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A Raisin in the Sun Opens at LB Playhouse 

T he Long Beach Playhouse presents the family drama  

A Raisin in the Sun, opening Saturday, May 21 at the 

Mainstage Theatre. 

 

A Raisin in the Sun is Lorraine Hansberry’s classic American 

story about an African-

American family living in 

Chicago’s South Side. After 

the family patriarch dies, 

the poor family is faced 

with the decision of what to 

do with the soon-to-arrive 

insurance settlement. 

 

Tensions rise as the future 

of the family rests on this 

important decision: Should 

the money be used to estab-

lish a liquor store as son 

Walter Lee plans, or should his mother’s religious objections 

to alcohol be taken into consideration? Hoping to move out 

of poverty, the family must weigh the difficulties of the harsh 

and changing world in which they live. 

 

As the first play written by an African-American woman to  

 

be produced on Broadway, A Raisin in the Sun is known for 

weaving together questions of race and politics, as well as 

assimilation and historical awareness. The Long Beach Play-

house hopes to continue this tradition of social awareness in 

its touching and wrenching production. 

 

A Raisin in the Sun feels 

appropriate for a contempo-

rary audience that is aware 

of the current racial tensions 

in the country. Director 

Phyllis Gitlin plans on ex-

amining the suppression that 

this family endured, and the 

realities that communities 

throughout America contin-

ue to endure. 

 

A Raisin in the Sun opens on 

Saturday, May 21 with a Champagne Gala afterwards 

with the cast and crew. The show runs weekends through  

Saturday, June 18. The Honorary Producers of the show 

are Marlene Temple and Art Levine.  

 

For tickets or further information, call (562) 494-1014 or  

visit www.lbplayhouse.org. 



Dirty Rotten Scoundrels Coming to MTW 
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B roadway’s scamming, scheming, double-crossing musi-

cal hit Dirty Rotten Scoundrels cons its way onto the 

Carpenter Center Stage via Musical Theatre West (MTW) 

opening Saturday, July 9. 

 

From the composer/lyricist David 

Yazbek (The Full Monty) and a book by 

Jeffrey Lane comes this hilar ious and 

clever musical farce based on the popu-

lar Steve Martin and Michael Caine film.  

Brilliantly crafted with wit, double-

entendres, and show-stopping numbers, 

the Broadway show earned 11 Tony 

Award nominations, including “Best 

Musical,” “Best Book,” and “Best 

Score.”  

 

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels centers on two 

con men living on the French Riviera:  

the suave and sophisticated Lawrence 

Jameson who makes his lavish living by talking rich ladies 

out of their money, and Freddy Benson, a small-time crook, 

who swindles women by waking their compassion with fabri-

cated stories about his grandmother's failing health. After 

meeting on a train, they unsuccessfully attempt to work     

together only to find that this small French town isn't big 

enough for the two of them.  

So they make a bet. The first one to swindle $50,000 from a 

young heiress triumphs and the other must leave town. What 

follows are a series of hilarious schemes, masquerades and 

double-crosses that will keep you laughing, humming and 

guessing to the end! 

 

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels opened on 

Broadway in March 2005 to rave re-

views. Clive Barnes (New York Post) 

raved, "A knockout punch to Broadway's 

funnybone! One of the liveliest, funniest, 

best-performed musicals in years. Super-

smart and superior in every way." And 

Terry Teachout (The Wall Street Jour-

nal) proclaimed, "I know funny when I 

see it, and this show is a perfect hoot! A 

big hit."  

 

Musical Theatre West’s production of 

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels is directed and 

choreographed by Billy Sprague, Jr. with musical direction by 

John Glaudini.  

 

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels runs weekends July 8 through July 

24. For tickets or further information, call (562) 856-1999 or 

visit www.musical.org.  



M ore than five thousand people are expected to partici-

pate in the Memorial Day Observance at Green Hills 

Memorial Park in Rancho Palos Verdes on Monday, May 

30 from 10am to noon.  

 

Recognized as one of the most 

popular in the nation, this 31st An-

nual Observance will pay tr ibute 

to all the men and women who 

have lost their lives in defense of 

the United States of America.  

 

The 2016 Memorial Day program 

will include:  

 Release of 100 doves 

 Parade of Colors presented by 

the armed forces, veterans 

groups and local police and 

fire departments  

 Musical Performance by the Cabar Feidh Bagpipe Band 

 Musical Performance by Palos Verdes Symphonic Band 

 Patriot Guard Riders 

 Aerial Fly-over featuring C-17 (March AFB) 

 Performanc by the 21st Century Skydiving Team 

 Presentation of Memorial Wreathes with a 21-Gun     

Salute and playing of “Taps” 

During the Memorial Day weekend, more than 700 Boy 

Scouts and Girl Scouts will place 8000 American flags on 

the interment sites of veterans at Green Hill Memorial Park.  

 

“For more than 30 years, Green 

Hills Memorial Park has  host-

ed the Southland’s most popu-

lar tribute to those who fell in 

defense of America,” said   

Jennifer Frew, community 

events coordinator for Green 

Hills Memorial Park. “The en-

thusiastic response we receive 

from the Southern California 

community each year encour-

ages us to continue the won-

derful tradition of our  Memo-

rial Day Observances.” 

 

The entire community is invited to participate in this year’s 

observance. Admission is free. Plan to arrive early to allow 

time for parking and the walk to the ceremony site.  

 

For more information, visit www.greenhillsmemorial.com or 

call (310) 521-4460.  

Memorial Day Observance at Green Hills  
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I nternational City Theatre continues its 31st Season with a 

production of the Tony Award-winning comedy Vanya 

and Sonia and Masha and Spike opening Friday, June 10. 

 

Written by Christopher Durang, Vanya 

is one of the most lauded Broadway 

plays of recent years. The story revolves 

around middle-aged siblings Vanya and 

Sonia, who live a melancholic existence 

on their family farm in Bucks County, 

Pennsylvania. Housecleaner Cassandra, 

whose comedic prophecies keep them 

befuddled, provides the only break from 

monotony.  

 

However, their angst ridden lives are 

shaken when their glamorous movie-star 

sister, Masha, makes a surprise visit 

along with her hunky 20-something boy 

toy Spike. This hilarious mash-up of 

Chekhov characters and smartphones is a delightful  

new comedy for the hyperconnected era.  

 

Known for works of outrageous and often absurd comedy, 

Durang has received numerous awards for his plays, 

including the 2013 Tony Award for Vanya for Best Play.  

Also, Obie Awards for Sister Mary Ignatius, The Marriage of 

Bette and Boo and Betty’s Summer Vacation. His plays have 

been performed nationwide, on Broadway and off-Broadway. 

 

ICT’s four-week production of Vanya 

will be directed by Mary Jo DuPrey and 

produced by caryn desai.  

 

“For ITC, this will be the year of the 

wordsmith,” desai explained. “We want 

to celebrate our great, contemporary, liv-

ing writers. As they have matured, we 

have benefitted from a wealth of theatri-

cal experiences.” ICT continues to cele-

brate Durang and his uproarious comedy 

in this year’s production. 

 

Vanya runs June 10 through Sunday,  

July 3. The show plays Thursdays,  

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm and 

Sundays at 2pm. Two preview performances on 

Wednesday, June 8 and Thursday, June 9 at 8pm. 

 

For tickets or more information, call (562) 436-4610 or     

visit www.InternationalCityTheatre.org. 

 

 

Vanya to Open at ICT 
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Grand Prix Assoc. of Long Beach President/CEO 

Jim Michaelian addresses dr ivers and guests 

at the Toyota Grand Prix Media Luncheon. 

Girl Scout Troop 663 is pictured following a presentation of their water conservation project to the 

Long Beach Board of Water Commissioners. Front Row (1. to r.) Michaela Hale, Gracie Cain,      

Juliana Babore, Lauryn Zwerner, Lauren Parry, Saylor Little, Maddie Mester, Grace Pickard, 

Paige Zwerner, Ruby Mayo, Olivia Byrne, and Avery Paz. Back Row (l. to r .) Commissioner  

Bob Shannon, Commissioner  Gloria Cordero, Commissioner  Harry Saltzgaver, U.S. Congress-

man Alan Lowenthal, President Frank Martinez, Vice President Art Levine, and Troop Leaders Cindy 

Zwerner and Sabine Cain. 

Felton Williams, flanked by his daughter  Sonia 

Williams and granddaughter  Kianna Peppers, 

at his election night party at El Torito. Felton was 

re-elected for a four-year term on the Long Beach 

Unified School District Board of Directors. 

Doug Otto, sur rounded by his granddaughter  

Mary Jane Otto Brenaman and wife Freda, at 

his election night party at The Boathouse. Otto 

was re-elected for a four-year term on the Long 

Beach Community College Board of Trustees. 

The Miss Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach Pageant adds beauty to 

the weekend. Pictured (l. to r.): Miss TGPLB winner 2015 Natasha 

Alhandy-Shaw, Miss TGLPB winner  2016 Jazmin Ocampo, 

and Miss TGLPB 1st Runner Up Marisu Imperial. 
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 Around Town 

A glorious “Chamber of Commerce” day greets fans 

for the running of the 42nd Annual Toyota Grand 

Prix of Long Beach Race. 

Guests take advantage of booths offering food, beer, 

race souvenirs and everything else you could imagine. 

Cars about to leave the Toyota Paddock for the run-

ning of the 40th Annual Toyota Pro-Celebrity Race. 

Danny Mckeever (r .), owner  of the Fast Lane 

Racing School next to Karen Russi and Fast Lane 

instructor Steve Staveley and wife Doni. 

The Casa Mexico Tequila Girls surround happy fan 

Jack Nichols. 

Guests at the wonderful Committee of 300 Paddock 

Club dance to the music of That Cover Band. 



 Page 10             Straight Talk Magazine 

Sponsor Spotlight: Rossmoor Pastries-28 Years of Family and Tradition 

— Charlie Feder, Past Owner 

My partner Janice and I would like to share with our 

dear friends and customers that we have sold our  

business, Rossmoor Pastries, after 28 years.  

We built the bakery from a 3,000 square foot  

store and six people in the original 

Rossmoor Center to the bakery you see 

today.  

 

It is very important to us that the busi-

ness continues to thrive and that em-

ployees remain employed. To that end 

we have decided to sell to another    

family, Ron and Shirley Kleijn, who 

have moved here from Vancouver, 

Canada to take over the business. 

 

Ron and Shirley want to continue to  

build upon our incredible staff,               

customer base and supplier relations       

currently enjoyed by Rossmoor. We will 

continue to support them through the     

transition. We are confident that by handing 

them the "keys," Rossmoor is continuing in 

the right hands. We hope you will 

welcome and support the Kleijns. 

 

       We want to warmly thank you for all these years of                                

supporting our bakery and allowing us to be part of your 

 family events. We like to look back upon the history 

 of the bakery and remember the wedding cakes, then 

all the baby shower cakes, then years of 

birthday cakes, and then doing the wed-

ding cakes for the grown-up children.  

 

Family and Tradition backed by  Quality 

and Service has always been our guiding 

principle.  

 

Thank you, Thank you for all these years. 

   

 

2325 Redondo Ave 

Signal Hill, CA 

(562) 498-2253  

www.rossmoorpastries.com 

 

Meet Probat 

LN15 Coffee Roaster 

Imported from Germany, this machine can 

roast 5-30 pounds of coffee at a time. 

Roasting in small batches assures          

maximum freshness. 

www.pollys.com 

4606 E. 2nd Street 

Belmont Shore 

(562) 433-2996 
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Photo Focus: Toyota Pro-Celebrity Race 

Identically prepared Scion FR-S cars are lined up for 

Press Day for the 40th Annual Toyota Pro-Celebrity 

Race. 

Racing legend Al Unser, Jr. is back for the 40th (and 

final) running of the Toyota Pro-Celebrity Race. 

Jim Bishop, Lead Instructor  for  the Fast Lane 

Racing School in Willow Spr ings, prepares for  

race weekend. The celebrity drivers all go through a 

four-day training program at the school. 

Straight Talk Host Art Levine about to get an “e-ticket” 

ride twice around the circuit from racing legend Robby 

Gordon.  

Cars lined up in the Toyota Pro-Celebrity Compound 

prior to the qualifying round. 

William Fichtner prepares for  the qualifying 

round of the Toyota Pro-Celebrity Race. 
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Sponsor & Community News 
City Prosecutor Doug Haubert 

A nationally-recognized civil rights and human relations 

agency, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL),  recently rec-

ognized two Long Beach police officers and two Long Beach 

City Prosecutor employees for their roles in the investigation 

and prosecution of a high-profile human trafficking crime that 

involved a number of acts by the trafficker who would yell 

racial epithets at a woman he forced into prostitution when 

she did not earn her daily quota. 

This case is believed to be the first human trafficking charges 

filed with hate crime allegations in California. All members 

of the team were presented with the Helene and Joseph    

Sherwood Prize, a prestigious award given to law enforce-

ment partners for combating hatred and protecting the      

community. 

 

City Auditor Laura Doud 

The Association of Local Government Auditor’s (ALGA) 

recently announced that the Long Beach City Auditor’s Of-

fice won the prestigious 2015 Distinguished Knighton Award 

for the Police & Fire Public Safety Dispatcher Overtime Au-

dit. Judges determined the Office’s report was among the best 

of 2015. The award will be presented to Laura Doud on May 

23, 2016. 

  

In May 2015, the Office issued the Police & Fire Public Safe-

ty Dispatcher Overtime Audit. Serving a population of over 

470,000, the Long Beach Police and Fire Dispatch Centers 

play a critical role in ensuring public safety for California’s 

seventh largest city by fielding over one million calls each 

year. The audit found that the two Dispatch Centers answered 

emergency calls well within industry standard. However, after 

reviewing internal controls associated with work scheduling 

and utilizing a best practice staffing model, the audit found 

that low staffing levels and past recruitment practices required 

emergency dispatchers to work extensive overtime. In 2014 

overtime hours cost more than $1.3 million and comprised 

22% of all dispatcher work hours, creating a potential unsafe 

work environment. 

  

The audit recommended that the Police and Fire Departments 

review more closely their current staffing levels and sched-

ules, the disproportionate distribution of overtime among the 

dispatcher workforce, as well as their recruitment efforts. 

 

International City Theatre 

Out of hundreds of theatres, the Los Angeles Drama Critics 

Circle has recognized International City Theatre with the 

Polly Warfield Award for Outstanding Season 2015. This 

award reflects ICT’s continued commitment to bring the best 

in live theatre to this region. 

 

As Artistic Director/Producer, caryn desai 

accepted the award at the Moss Theater in 

Santa Monica, she acknowledged the work 

of many artists and her exceptional Board of 

Directors and staff. She told the hundreds of 

actors, directors and producers in attend-

ance, “We have a chance to make a differ-

ence and let us not forget how important the work is in bring-

ing our diverse communities together for a better understand-

ing of our shared humanity. Thank you all for your commit-

ment to keeping the flame alive in spite of never having 

enough support. It is never easy but it is always important.”   

 

The Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle was founded in 1969. 

It is dedicated to excellence in theatrical criticism and to the 

encouragement of theatre in the Greater Los Angeles area. 
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It’s Time to Invest Again in Long Beach 

by 

Mayor Robert Garcia  
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I  ran for Mayor – and, before that, for Councilmember – for 

one reason: to make the City of Long Beach a better place. 

I’ve always said that safe and clean streets, fiscal responsibil-

ity, and improved quality of life for residents are my top pri-

orities – and that has not changed. 

 

That's why I, along with my two immediate predecessors, 

former Mayors Bob Foster and Beverly O’Neill, have        

proposed a temporary sales tax increase of one-cent to be 

approved by Long Beach voters. Our police officers and fire 

fighters support the measure. The Council unanimously ap-

proved the proposal to place this on the ballot, and voters will 

decide whether to approve it in June.  

 

Over the past several years, the City cut spending by $134 

million and eliminated more than 700 positions, including 

more than 200 in the Police Department and 80 in the Fire 

Department, to balance our budget. We achieved historic 

pension reform that will save $250 million over a decade, and 

requires employees to pay their full share for their pensions. 

These and other budget reforms balanced our budget, kept 

essential services in place, and put our city in a strong fiscal 

position, despite the recession and the collapsing price of oil. 

 

While we have managed our finances and balanced our budg-

et, our City needs new revenue to be the city we want it to be 

and meet the challenges we face. 

 

In December, we learned that Long Beach has more than  

$2.8 billion in unmet infrastructure needs – and that cost 

goes up with every day we wait to fix our streets, sidewalks 

and alleys.  

 

 As violent and property crime rates increase across Califor-

nia, many of our local neighborhoods are also seeing increas-

es in crime. To combat these trends, I’ve proposed restoring 

South Division to our police department, which was folded 

into West Division to save money. We are also increasing the 

size and number of police academies to maintain our police 

force as current officers retire.  

 

 Our Fire Department also needs restorations to maintain 

emergency response times.  Budget shortfalls removed five 

fire engines and one fire truck from service since 2007, 

which has created challenges to respond during peak demand.  

I have proposed restoring the engine in Station 8 – it is our 

chief's top priority and because it will improve response 

times across our entire city. 

 

These two challenges – fixing our streets and public infra-

structure, and restoring our public safety services – will de-

fine our city in the coming years. If we rise to meet them, we 

will be able to thrive. If not, we risk our streets falling into 

disrepair, and we will continue to worry about how to contin-

ue to keep our city and its residents safe. 

 

The proposed one-cent sales tax increase, which would de-

crease to a half-a-cent after six years and then end completely 

four years later, would generate approximately $384 million 

over a decade – not enough to meet all our needs, but a sig-

nificant boost for our infrastructure and public safety efforts. 

 

Note that a sales tax is not levied on essential items like gro-

ceries, medicine, gas, or utilities. And it would be shared by 

anyone shopping in Long Beach, not just residents.  

 

The City of Long Beach hasn’t added a new general revenue 

measure in two generations. I think it is time to invest again 

in our city to make it the best it can be. 

 

While I think it is time bring in more revenue, I’m also com-

mitted to our city's fiscal health. To ensure that new revenue 

goes to infrastructure and public safety, a Citizens’ Oversight 

Committee will be formed to oversee revenue expendi-

tures and to make sure they are used in accordance with the 

ballot measure.  And, in order to support the long term health 

of our budget, the first one-percent of any new revenue 

would go to a “Rainy Day” budget stabilization fund to pro-

tect vital services from cuts in future recessions.  

 

Long Beach has come so far in the last several years, with 

increased family incomes, new modern housing and innova-

tive businesses moving in, improved air quality, and positive 

growth in our local economy. But we still can do more. To 

become the city we know we can be, and to attract new in-

vestment, get crime going down again, and keep our streets 

and sidewalks in top shape, we need to invest in our city.  

 

I hope that you will join me in Voting Yes on Measures A&B 

this June so we can make the investments our city deserves. 

Mayor Garcia will be our guest on the Straight Talk Show 

airing the weeks of April 30 & May 7. 
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Art 

   Long Beach Museum of Art…………….…(562) 439-2119 

Auto Dealership 

   Cerritos Acura………..……………………(562) 402-5281 

Bakery 

    Rossmoor Pastries…………………...……(562) 498-2253 

Cable TV/Internet/Phone  

   Charter Communications……………….…(888) 438-2427 

   Long Beach Television………………...….(562) 570-1122 

Coffee 

   Polly’s Gourmet Coffee…………………...(562) 433-2996 

Dentist 

   Leonard P. Cutuli, D.D.S.………………....(562) 435-5388  

Flooring 

 The Finishing Touch…………..…………...(562) 493-5497   

Health Club 

 The Belmont Athletic Club….……………..(562) 438-1176 

Import/Export 

   Port of Long Beach…………………..….....(562) 437-0041 

Internal Medicine 

Dr. Marcy Zwelling………………………..(562) 596-7584  

Jewelry 

   McCarty’s Jewelry……………………........(562) 438-1581 

Medicare Advantage Plan    

   SCAN Health Plan…………………………(800) 915-7226 

   Independence at Home A SCAN Division...(562) 637-7116 

Men’s Apparel 

   Umberto International Clothier…………….(562) 597-0391  

 

 

Photo Lab 

    Fromex Photo & Digital………………………….(562) 433-4937 

Printer 

    Seaside Printing Co.……………………………..(562) 437-6437  

Publications 

   Beachcomber……………………….……………..(562) 597-8000 

   Gazette Newspapers..……………..…………........(562) 433-2000                  

   Press-Telegram……………………...………..…...(562) 435-1161 

Real Estate 

    Spencer Snyder Group……………………………(562) 355-0334  

Restaurants 

   Archibald’s………………………………………..(562) 434-0444  

   Boathouse on the Bay……………………………..(562) 493-1100 

   Brix at the Shore.………………………………….(562) 343-5998 

   Naples Rib Company………...…………..…...…...(562) 439-7427 

   Papalucci’s………………………………………...(562) 434-4454 

   Phil Trani’s………………………..……..………..(562) 426-3668 

   Russo’s Ristorante………………………………...(562) 433-1616 

Special Events 

   Renaissance Pleasure Faire……………………….(626) 969-4750 

   Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach………..……....(562) 981-2600 

 Theater 

   International City Theatre……………..……...…...(562) 495-4595 

   Long Beach Playhouse…………………………….(562) 494-1014 

   Musical Theatre West………..……………..……..(562) 856-1999 

 Tires/Wheels/Service 

   Performance Plus Tire & Auto Superstore..……….(562) 988-0211 

Shop our Local Quality Sponsors 

Sponsor Directory 

Sponsor Spotlight: Papalucci’s—Where Family & Friends Meet 

Papalucc’s brings family and friends together  

for great Italian food at popular prices. 

 

Family-owned and operated for 25 years, 

everything is freshly prepared in their      

exhibition kitchen.  

 

Head cook and owner Danny Tarantine 

brings old family recipes he learned from  

his grandmother.  

 

Papalucci’s is a family-friendly restaurant 

with Italian comfort food. 

 

Try their Chicken Marsala, Shrimp Scampi, 

Fettuccine Alfredo, Tucci’s Special pizza or 

other favorites and you’ll certainly be back 

for more. 

 

 

        All food is prepared daily from 11am. They have a wide 

  selection of beer and wine to complement 

your dinner.  

 

A special treat are home-made brownies, 

freshly baked to complete your meal. 

 

Enjoy their outdoor patio for your summer 

dining pleasure. 

 

Free convenient on-site parking. 

 

See why Papalucci’s has been a Belmont 

Shore favorite for 25 years. A place where 

family and friends meet and get together. 4611 E 2nd Street 

Belmont Shore 

(562) 434-4454 
www.papaluccis.com 

Owner Danny Tarantine 
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